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Governor Newsom’s 2021 Pardon Grants Index 

Last Name First Name Pardon Date Page 
Arnold Eugene 5/28/2021 33 
Baker Gene 5/28/2021 35 
Cha Jimmy 3/12/2021 5 
Dogan Dan 5/28/2021 37 
Dowd III Frank 11/19/2021 84 
Edu Josephine 3/12/2021 12 
Galuz Alexander 3/12/2021 15 
Gomez Marco 3/12/2021 17 
Gonzalez Jose 5/28/2021 41 
Guajardo Angel 5/28/2021 47 
Hunerlach Jeffrey 5/28/2021 50 
Husong Steven 3/12/2021 19 
Hutton Robert 3/12/2021 22 
Jerde Ian 3/12/2021 25 
Keola Bounchan 5/28/2021 54 
Morgan Robert 11/19/2021 86 
Munoz-Garcia Salvador 5/28/2021 67 
Nolen John 5/28/2021 62 
Ponce Luis 5/28/2021 69 
Saelee Kao Ta 5/28/2021 71 
Schoch Paul 5/28/2021 74 
Smith Jeffrey 5/28/2021 76 
Thies Robert 3/12/2021 27 
Torres Freddy 5/28/2021 81 
Williams Paul 3/12/2021 29 
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Governor Gavin Newsom · State Capitol ·Sacramento, California 95814 

APPLICATION FOR PARDON 

Complete this application to request a gubernatorial (governor's) pardon. This application is for a direct pardon; do not complete this 
form if you have been granted a Certificate of Rehabilitation. If you have submitted a pardon application in the last three years or if 
you have obtained a Certificate of Rehabilitation, please complete a re-application form. The Governor's Office and/or the Board of 
Parole Hearings may contact you for additional information relating to your application. If the Governor grants you a pardon, some 
information from your application will appear in a public report about clemency submitted to the California Legislature each year. 
Learn more about the pardon application process at www.gov.ca.gov/ clemencv or mail a request for information to: Office of the 
Governor, State Capitol, Attn: Legal Affairs/Clemency, Sacramento, CA 95814. 

APPLICANT INFORMATION 
{Attach additional pages as necessary) 

Name (Last/First/Middle): __ C_h_a_,_J_i_m_m_y ___________________ ____ _ 

Date of Birth: _1_9_?_6 _____ Social Security Number: _  ______ _ 
Residence Address: _  _ 

Mailing Address (if different):---------------------------------­

Home/Cell Phone:   Work Phone:  Email:  

1. Conviction Summary {Note: The Governors Office will review a complete copy of your criminal history report.) 

List conviction(s) for which you are requesting a pardon. 

Crime(s): Date(s) of conviction: County of conviction{s): Sentence(s}: 

245(a)(2) PC 04/30/1996 Los Angeles 5 years State Prison 

Were you under 26 years ofage at the time of the crime(s) for which you are seeking a pardon? ii!YES □NO 

Crime(s): 

List all prior conviction(s) in California, any other state or country, or in federal court: 

Date(s) of conviction: Location of conviction(s): Sentence(s): 

Rev 2019 
Applicabon for Gubernatorial Pardon, Page 1 of 2 
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2. Describe the circumstances of you r crime(s). 

On January 13, 1996, I was involved in an altercation with a group of people at Denny's restaurant in Torrance, CA. A verbal altercation occurred inside the restaurant and a 

fight broke out as a result. The fight pursued and was taken outslde to the parking lot. While in the parking lot, my fr iend who legally owned guns handed us his guns in order to 

intimidate the other people to leave. The other group left m their cars, and attempted to run us over. Someone in my group fired the gun, police were called, and we were arrested. 

3. Describe how a pardon may impact your life (e.g., immigration consequences, employment opportunities, impact on family 
members, civic participation). 

As a practicing attorney in good standing with the California Bar, I have always wanted to apply for the District Attorney's Office 

or Federal Prosecution's Office but I do not qualify due to my record. A Pardon will not only give me the opportunity to apply but 

be considered for any open positions in those offices, and will give me the ability to apply for other areas of law in the ipublic sector. 

4. Describe your life since your conviction (e.g., efforts in self-development, including identifying and addressing treatment needs, 

professiona l and educational achievement; any set-backs, arrests, and new convictions; insight about past conduct; and future 

goals). 

See Exhibit A 

5. If you have paid any money or given any gift to anyone to assist you in preparing this application, you are required by law to list 
their name, address, phone number, email address, the nature of your relationship, and amount paid or gift given. 

APPLICANT 0ECIARATION 
Complete the following statement after you have served your Notice of Intent to Apply for Clemency. 

,, Jimmy Cha declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of 
{Print Applicant Full Name) 

California that the information I have provided on this application is true and correct. I further declare that I have served (mailed or 

delivered) my notice of intent to opp/y for clemency on the District Attorney of the County of Lo S Ar.J) ~ .\--., .i 
(Name of Co ty or Counties) 

Date I l 

Submit this completed 2-page form to the Office of the Governor, State Capitol, Attn: Legal Affairs/Clemency, Sacramento, CA95814. 

You may, but are not required to, include copies of relevant documents that support your application (e.g., certificates of achievement, 
photographs, letters of support, etc.). Do not send original documents, as application documents cannot be returnedl. Please update 
the Governor's Office promptly if your contact information changes. Submit a completed Notice of Intent to Apply for Clemency to 

the district attorney in the county of your convictions for which you are seeking a pardon. 

Rev 2019 
Appl1caton for Gubernatorial Pardon. Page 2 of 2 
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EXHIBIT A 

July 23, 2020 

Law Office of 
JIMMY CHA, APC 

 
 

 
 

EMAIL '.  

Office of the Governor, State Capitol 

Attn: Legal Affairs/Clemency 

Sacramento, CA 95814 

Dear Governor Gavin Newsom, 

I was convicted on April 30, 1996. I was 19 years of age and had no direction but I knew that 
this is what God did not have in store for me. While incarcerated I took anger management and 
advanced anger management classes. There weren't many classes where I was incarcerated at but 
I did my best to enroll in whatever class that came available. I took a keyboard class, some 
college classes but could not complete as the instructor suddenly stopped coming. 

Upon my release on August 26, 2020, a day before my 24th birthday, I still had no direction on 
what I wanted to do but I did know that I wanted to do better than what I made my life become. 
At the direction of my older brother, I enrolled in community college. School was particularly 
hard in that when I was released from prison I went back to sleeping on the living room floor 
(grew up poor). I had no money, and no idea how to pay for school. I did a ton of research, and 
was able to find government grants that helped pay for schooling. I also held 2 jobs while 
attending school full time. 

For someone who never studied his entire life, this was the scariest thing I'v ever done but I 
was going to give it my everything, as I did not want to go back to prison, and wanted a better 
life for my future. I wanted to change, and also make my parents proud. 

While I was at community college, I maintained a GPA well over 3.5. I applied to 15 universities 
and got into 14 out of the 15. During the application process, the application asked if I was out of 
school for more than 2 years to explain why and if I was ever convicted of a misdemeanor or 
felony to explain why. I was really uncomfortable with this as I was really ashamed of my past 
behavior and felt that I paid my dues, and didn't want to relive my past. However, I had to write 
about it no matter how difficult it was for me. 

l 
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EXHIBIT A 

I transferred to UCLA on a partial scholarship in less than 2 years. I went to school year round, 
and took more than the required units so I can graduate on time. Statistically, most community 
college students who transfer to a 4 year university do N OT graduate on time, have to take 
additional classes specifically for transfer students, and many do not graduate. I graduated 
UCLA with a degree in Sociology, and as part of the Sociology Honor Society in 2 years. 

While at UCLA, I took my LSAT's. During this time, I was highly discouraged to apply to law 
school~ as when I called the California State Bar, I was told on 3 different occasions to not even 
bother, as I would not pass the Moral part of the State Bar. Again, my brother said to just go 
ahead and apply, as ifl didn't become an attorney, at least I tried, and that there were many other 
jobs out there that I can apply for with a Juris Doctorate than just becoming an attorney. So I 
applied, and again, was asked to disclose my past. By this time I was somewhat comfortable 
writing and speaking about it, as I have many times in the past during speaking engagements, 
school applications, and knew that I could not escape what I had done. I had and did take 
accoW1tability of what I did. Knowing that my past did not define me or what I wanted to 
achieve in life. So I applied and got into an ABA accredited law school with a partial 
scholarship. 

On my first day of law school, I was in my criminal law class where the professor said that we 
had to take 2 field trips to either a local jail, juvenile hall, camp, state prison, etc, and that we all 
had to do a background check before we go or we couldn't pass the class. I remember till this 
day that I thought to myself. · It's the first day of law school and I already failed! " I spoke with 
the professor after class, and the professor acknowledged that he never had a student in my 
position and was willing to work with me. 

While at law school, I continued to work full time, extemed at the Orange County Juvenile 
Defender's Office, and Public Defender' s Office. Because I was a certified gang expert, I was 
able to aid seasoned attorneys on gang enhancements, and on the different types of gangs. I 
worked with the felony panel, and aided attorney's to prepare for trial. 

Once I graduated law school, I applied for the California State Bar xam, and turned in my moral 
character application. The moral character committee made me turn in forms, letter of 
recommendations, and had an in person interview with them. After IO months of this, I was 
found morally fit to practice law, passed the California State Bar, and became an attorney in 
2008. 

I opened up my own criminal defense practice, as I truly believe good people make honest 
mistakes. I now have my own criminal defense firm, and use it at a platform to help mentor 
younger people, and at risk youth. rve won many awards as an attorney and have been 
recognized by many organizations for the work I do in the legal field. 

I have not gotten into trouble with the law since this incident in 1996. I have no other criminal 
record or any new or pending criminal allegations against me. 

2 

9 - 2021 Executive Report on Clemency



EXHIBIT A 

I know I messed up big when I was younger. But rather than thinking how much I failed in life, I 
use that platform to give back to the community. I know I'm in a special position to reach out to 
those of all backgrounds to encourage them, motivate them, and to show them that if you work 
hard you can achieve anything you want in life. My past does not define me. I am living proof of 
that. I use what was negative to help others, and to show them, regardless of your background, 
you can obtain what you want in life. You just have to work hard for it. 

Besides having my own criminal defense firm, I own the property where my firm is located, as 
well as a house that I bought in 2011. I don' t spend much money, as I still remember the day 
when I left prison, my whole worldly possessions were in a shoe box that was sitting on my lap. 
That humbles me till this day. So I use my money to give back. Help others in need. 

Ever since my release, I have done tons of communit service, outreach, guest speaking for inner 
city youth, mentored parolees and youth, served as a Sunday School teacher for 7 years, trained 
police offers on gangs and the community, was an assistant wrestling coach at a local high 
school, coached my church's basketball team, did and continue to do college admissions 
counseling for at risk youth (The students buy me a shirt or sweater to the school they get into. I 
have attached a picture of some of them), and so much more. I have included in this packet some 
of the things I have done and achieved since my release. 

I'm not done yet. My goal one day is to open a community center for at risk youth. I still want to 
go speak and mentor young parolees and inner city youth. I firmly believe one man can make a 
difference. It may only be in one or two person's lives but if those people go out and help others 
then many will be affected in a positive way. One day an at risk youth who went to prison is 
going to get out. He or she can be your neighbor, friend, a father or so forth. I truly want to make 
a difference in young people's Ii ves, as it will make the lives of all of us, that much better. 

I seek a pardon for job purposes and future endeavors. A pardon would allow me to apply for 
jobs that I never could have before such as at the District Attomey·s Office, Federal Prosecutor's 
Office, Judge, law enforcement or any legal job in the public sector. Many of these jobs require a 
person to carry a firearm due to the job description or for safety reasons related to the job. Even 
in my current position as a criminal defense attorney, I sometimes do get threats from pot ntial 
clients, gang members. and career criminals who demand something. Restoration of my gun 
rights would not only be necessary for certain jobs that I may want to apply for in the future but 
also for my current situation. 

I have also always wanted to apply for J.A.G., and the Military reserves, or a volunteer fire 
fighter, as I love our Country, and have always wanted to serve our people. A Governor's Pardon 
and restoration of my gun rights would allow me to do so. This has been a life long dream of 
mme. 

I'm not a big advocate of violence. rm a very peaceful person who believes that I should be able 
to talk my way out of most incidents. I also believe that no one has a right to take another 
person's life regardless of the situation. The restoration of my rights isn't about having a gun but 
rather allowing me to apply and take part in positions that are currently unavailable to me given 
my current situation without a pardon or gun rights. 

3 
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EXHIBIT A 

More importantly, a Governor's Pardon would help me when I speak and mentor our youth. It 
will show them, no matter what~ and no matter how old, you can always strive to improve 
yourself and be better. Strive each day to become a better you. I've done a lot in my life since my 
release. Still, I strive everyday to become a better me. I don't want to just say it with words when 
I go speak to our youth or when I'm in some training. I want to be able to show them. Life is 
always about living each day to become a better you. Just because you accomplished so much 
does not mean you cannot do much more. 

I strive every day to be a better person. I feel a pardon for me is not just a job opportunity but an 
avenue to which I can use it to show other people that I mentor that I am doing things every day 
to better my life regardless of my age. 

Thank you for your time in this matter. 

Sincerely, 

.Timm 
L/ 
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Governor Newsom’s 2021 Commutation Grants Index 

Last Name First Name Commutation 
Date 

Page 

Barajas Jose 5/28/2021 94 
Buchwald Damien 5/28/2021 103 
Garcia Larry 5/28/2021 106 
Guerra Benjamin 5/28/2021 118 
Haymond Tyrone 5/28/2021 122 
Pabon Tracey 5/28/2021 130 
Paulinkonis Teresa 2/19/2021 91 
Redmond Samuel 5/28/2021 137 
Reese Mary 5/28/2021 153 
Rivera Edwin 5/28/2021 157 
Romero Michael 5/28/2021 163 
Silva Frank 5/28/2021 169 
Walker Omar 5/28/2021 183 
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Governor Gavin Newsom · State Capitol ·Sacramento, California 95814 

APPLICATION FOR A COMMUTATION OF SENTENCE 

Complete this application to request a commutation of sentence (a reduction of sentence/punishment) from the Governor. If you 
have submitted a commutation application in the last three years, please complete the re-application form. The Governor’s Office 
and/or the Board of Parole Hearings may contact you for additional information relating to this application. If the Governor grants 
you a commutation, some information from your application will appear in an annual public report about clemency 
the Governor is required to submit to the California Legislature. Learn more about commutation application at 
www.gov.ca.gov/clemency or mail a request for information to: Office of the Governor, State Capitol, Attn: Legal Affairs/Clemency, 
Sacramento, CA 95814.

APPLICANT INFORMATION 
(Attach additional pages as necessary.) 

Name (Last/First/Middle): ____________________________________________  Date of Birth: ________________ 

CDCR Number: ________________________________ Social Security Number: __________________________ 

Name of Facility/Prison: _____________________________ Facility/Prison Address:_______________________________________ 

1. Conviction Summary (Note: The Governor’s Office will review a complete copy of your criminal history report.)

Crime(s): Date(s) of conviction: County of conviction(s): Sentence(s): 

Were you under 26 years of age at the time of the crime(s) for which you are seeking a commutation of sentence?  ☐YES   ☐NO 

Crime(s): Date(s) of conviction: Location of conviction(s): Sentence(s): 

Paulinkonis, Teresa Christine

W45118

Central Cal. Women's Facility

Penal Code § 187              4/30/1992                    Alameda                               25 years to life 

N/A
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2. Describe the circumstances of your crime(s).

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. Describe how a commutation of sentence may impact your life.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. Describe your life since your conviction (e.g., efforts in self-development, including identifying and addressing treatment needs,
professional and educational achievement; any set-backs, conduct violations, or new convictions; insight about past conduct; and
future goals).

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

5. If you have paid any money or given any gift to anyone to assist you in preparing this application, you are required by law to list
their name, address, phone number, email address, the nature of your relationship, and amount paid or gift given.

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

APPLICANT DECLARATION 
Complete the following statement after you have served your Notice of Intent 

I, ___________________________________________, declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of  
 (Print Applicant Full Name) 

California that the information I have provided on this application is true and correct. I further declare that I have served (mailed or 

delivered) my notice of intent to apply for clemency on the District Attorney of the County of ________________________________. 
    (Name of County or Counties) 

_________________________________________ ___________________________________________ 
Applicant Signature Date 

Submit this completed 2-page form to the Office of the Governor, State Capitol, Attn: Legal Affairs/Clemency, Sacramento, CA 95814. 
You may, but are not required to, include copies of relevant documents that support your application (e.g., certificates of achievement, 
photographs, letters of support, etc.). Do not send original documents, as application documents cannot be returned. Please update 
the Governor’s Office promptly if your contact information changes. Submit a completed Notice of Intent to Apply for Clemency to 
the district attorney in the county of your convictions for which you are seeking a commutation of sentence.  

Lilliana Paratore, on behalf of Teresa Paulinkonis

Please see account of life crime detailed in Dr. Linda Barnard's IPB report for Ms. Paulinkonis, included at 

page 63 of the UCL Packet. 

A commutation of sentence would allow Ms. Paulinkonis to return to her community, contribute and give 

back to make amends for her life crime, and support her elderly mother. 

Please see the UCL Packet, documenting Ms. Paulinkonis' achievements, support and parole plans, and 

growth while incarcerated. 

This commutation was prepared pro bono by attorney Lilliana Paratore.

Lilliana Paratore, on behalf of Teresa Paulinkonis

Alameda

January 14, 2021
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Governor Newsom’s 2021 Reprieve Grants Index 

Last Name First Name Reprieve Date Page 
Abenth Randall 1/21/2021 193 
Amos Leland 3/12/2021 199 
Aubineau Douglas 3/12/2021 200 
Banks Charles 1/21/2021 194 
Blue-Sky Rickie 3/12/2021 201 
Camarena Gabriel 3/12/2021 202 
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Cole Jeffrey 3/12/2021 204 
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Franklin Steven 3/12/2021 206 
Granville James 5/28/2021 210 
Haymond Tyrone 5/28/2021 211 
Jackson N J 5/28/2021 212 
Johnson Richard 1/21/2021 196 
Marigny Estentio 3/12/2021 207 
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Williams Robert 5/28/2021 216 
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    

 

192 - 2021 Executive Report on Clemency



193 - 2021 Executive Report on Clemency



194 - 2021 Executive Report on Clemency



195 - 2021 Executive Report on Clemency



196 - 2021 Executive Report on Clemency



197 - 2021 Executive Report on Clemency



198 - 2021 Executive Report on Clemency



199 - 2021 Executive Report on Clemency



200 - 2021 Executive Report on Clemency



201 - 2021 Executive Report on Clemency



202 - 2021 Executive Report on Clemency



203 - 2021 Executive Report on Clemency



204 - 2021 Executive Report on Clemency



205 - 2021 Executive Report on Clemency



206 - 2021 Executive Report on Clemency



207 - 2021 Executive Report on Clemency



208 - 2021 Executive Report on Clemency



209 - 2021 Executive Report on Clemency



210 - 2021 Executive Report on Clemency



211 - 2021 Executive Report on Clemency



212 - 2021 Executive Report on Clemency



213 - 2021 Executive Report on Clemency



214 - 2021 Executive Report on Clemency



215 - 2021 Executive Report on Clemency



216 - 2021 Executive Report on Clemency



217 - 2021 Executive Report on Clemency


	08. Commutation Certificates and Apps_Redacted.pdf
	Barajas_Redacted
	Buchwald_Redacted
	Garcia_Redacted
	Guerra_Redacted
	Haymond_Redacted
	Pabon_Redacted
	Paulinkonis_Redacted
	Reese_Redacted
	Romero_Redacted
	Silva_Redacted
	Walker_Redacted

	11. Reprieve Certificates in 2021.pdf
	Reprieve Cert 7.2021
	Reprieve certs 01.2021
	Reprieve Certs 3.2021
	Reprieve Certs 5.2021
	Reprieve certs 11.2020




